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Types of literature



iDiscover

Find your known items and browse our collections



iDiscover

Print & ebooks, library 

content, Apollo



iDiscover

Online articles and 

database content



iDiscover

Both of previous 

options



iDiscover

Filter by library/type



iDiscover

Sign in for account 

management



iDiscover

Good for…

• Finding known items

• Physical collections

• Focused browsing

• ebook access…

Not so good for…

• … but some ebooks not indexed

• Individual journal articles

• Generic browsing



iDiscover top tips

• Filter your search results

• Log in to save complex searches

• Check out https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/idiscover for 

more hints and tips



ebooks and ejournals

1.2 million ebooks 300,000 ejournals

Accessible through iDiscover or the Database A-Z



ebooks

ebook



ebooks

Physical book



ebooks

eLegal deposit



ejournals

Search/browse by journal title to see holdings and access options



ejournals



ejournals



ebooks and ejournals

Good for…

• Accessing anywhere

• Easy annotation

• Downloading to device

• Avoiding fines!

Not so good for…

• Access to all content

• Consistent platforms

• Multiple users

• Those who dislike reading online



ebooks and ejournals top tips

• Always double check the record

• Check back later if you can’t access an 

ebook right away

• Follow 

https://ejournalscambridge.wordpress.com/ 

for information on trial access

• Check out 

https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/cambridgeebooks

for more information on ebooks



Lean Library

Browser extension:

• Search Cambridge subscriptions

• Openly accessible version

• Inter-Library loan

https://download.leanlibrary.com/Cambridge



Databases

Easy access to 1000+ subject specific databases



Databases

Find databases related 

to your subject



Databases

Search for a specific 

database



Databases

Good for…

• Subject specific, scholarly works

• Range of filters to narrow options

• Setting alerts

• Saving complex searches

Not so good for…

• All in one browsing

• Consistent platforms

• Staying the same!



Databases top tips

• Check out the Best Bets highlighted 

under each subject 

• Always follow links from the 

database page

• Keep an eye on the latest trials 



Other online sources



Google Scholar top tip

Set up Library Links to the University of Cambridge



Identifying keywords

• Existing terms

• Synonyms

• Common vs technical terms

• Acronyms & abbreviations

• International spellings

• Multiples and plurals

• Recurring terms

• Think outside the box!



Boolean searching 

AND NOTOR

Includes all search 

terms in your 

results

Excludes selected 

terms from your 

results

Includes any of the 

search terms in 

your results

The more requirements you specify in a search, the fewer results you will 

get

Limits your results Expands your 

results

Limits your results



Signs and symbols

? replaces a single character

Globali?ation finds British and American spelling

* replaces any number of characters

Transfer* finds transfer, transfers, transferable, transferability

“” searches for a phrase

“global warming”, “artificial intelligence”

Define: provides a definition

Define:ammonia, Define:”global warming”



Search strategies

Building blocks/Keyword searching: divide your query 
into keywords, include variants/synonyms and add 

together using Boolean logic

Snowball technique: following up references in a 
relevant item

Citation searching: looking for other items which cite a 
relevant item

Subject headings: controlled vocabulary which links to 
items on a similar topic



Evaluating resources

Is it relevant to your 

research?

Is it suitable for your 

research?

Can you read it 

critically?



Learn moore…



Questions?

Contact moore-rso@lib.cam.ac.uk for help


